Imagine if export education got a boost

Imagine if export education got a boost. Kiwi kids could again watch in amazement as international students switched between two or three languages while they ate their lunch. They’d be reminded that learning a second language might was cool and there would be classmates to practise with.  

Imagine if export education got a boost. We’d have more kids in the classroom good at maths. Many international students are from countries zooming up the international assessment tables while NZ zooms down. Our kids might quite like to have numeracy ninjas come back and sit next to them in class.  

Imagine if export education got a boost. Our education providers would get back real-life global citizens in their classrooms and tutorials. Our young would travel the world without leaving the country.  

Imagine if export education got a boost. International students can help us with our response to the March 15 mosque shootings.  We might discover that our kids making friends with Muslim students from other countries might be more useful than hate speech debates. 

Imagine if export education got a boost. It might help us our kids learn that the world is a religious place. Sikh students could explain that Sikh men wear turbans not because they are Muslims but because they are Sikhs. Buddhist students could explain what karma actuality is. Christian students could explain that the word Christmas means Christ’s mass. The spirituality bit in Mason Durie’s Te Whare Tapa Wha health model might make a bit more sense to non-Māori.

Imagine if export education got a boost. It might really stretch our young people’s critical thinking. With the swirl of worldviews international students bring, Kiwi kids might even question whether everything has to be explained in secular terms. Or entertain the thought that perhaps western science doesn’t explain everything. 

Imagine if export education got a boost. We might change tack a wee bit in terms of claiming what our graduates can do. We might remember that most of our young only speak one language, are religiously illiterate and may know little about cultures beyond the South Pacific. We might then think twice before describing our graduates as global citizens.

Imagine if export education got a boost. International students would study here, return to their home countries and talk about how friendly Kiwis were, how fun the learning was, how safe New Zealand is, how the air was clean enough to see rainbows and you could drink water from the tap. They might speak warmly of Aotearoa’s biculturalism that opens up space for everyone and how values such as manaaki and whanaunga bring people together. This might even have positive spin offs for tourism, international relations and trade. 

And, oh, an after-thought. Billions of dollars might return to New Zealand’s economy every year. We’d again be able to pay for the extra classes, equipment, ESOL teachers, teacher aids, tutors, markers, counsellors, research assistants, pay increases, school halls, gymnasiums,  etc. 

Export education is on life-support. Imagine if it got a boost. 
